
In gardens large or small, water is 
often the missing element, and ponds 
and fountains embellished with their own 
plantings can make for a more complete 
garden experience.

All water features are best placed in 
the sun to accommodate a broad variety 
of plant choices and keep maintenance 
down. Go big if you can, as larger volumes 
of water are easier to maintain and offer 
the possibility of incorporating fish and 
additional plants. 

It can be difficult to choose from the 
world of beautiful aquatic plants. Good 
places to start are with the tropical look 
of umbrella plant, Cyperus alternifolius, 
which brings height and drama to 
almost any water feature. Pickerel rush, 
Pontederia cordata, offers a broad-leaf 
contrast to Cyperus, and its blue flower 

spikes attract bumblebees.  Tropical or 
hardy water lilies are best in larger ponds, 
and in smaller spaces, options like bold 
Irises and Cannas bring additional color 
and drama.

Other plants can be ‘converted’ to 
water culture, too. Terrestrial plants such 
as Hostas, Crinums, and sedges (Carex) 
can all be adapted to water culture. 
Regardless of the plant, planting depth is 
important and varies, so make sure that 
these ‘converts’ are correctly planted. 
Planting is usually done in open-mesh 
containers, with just our native, heavy clay 
soil topped with a layer of rinsed gravel 
to stabilize the soil and keep the plant 
weighted down. Feeding is easy: just push 
fertilizer tablets into the soil monthly from 
late spring until early fall. 

After planting, it’s difficult to resist 

adding fish. The native Gambusia or 
‘mosquito fish’ are best for smaller 
features, and goldfish can call a larger 
water-world home. Both can control 
mosquitoes; in moving water, water 
circulation will stop mosquito larvae from 
hatching. In still water, Mosquito Dunks® 
are an easy, organic control.

Once you’ve added a water feature to 
your landscape, you’ll find a wide variety 
of birds, insects, dragonflies and toads 
beginning to visit, bringing with them 
additional life, sound, and movement to 
your garden. We can help you select the 
right plants for your water feature and 
advise you on integrating it to create a 
more rewarding landscape. To get started, 
see our Water Plants Reference handout 
at nhg.com/guides/water-plant-success.

Specialty Bearded Iris Arrive Soon!
 Our specialty bearded iris collection 
presents a yearly opportunity for 
experienced collectors and new 
gardeners alike: if you currently grow 
bearded iris, you probably love them for 
their evergreen, drought-tolerant foliage, 
luxurious spring blooms and easy-care 
attitude. If you don’t have any in your 
garden, consider one (or more!) of the 
following to add some ‘wow’ factor to 
any sunny garden location with good 
drainage.
 Pink is a favorite hue in bearded 
iris blooms, but true peach-colored 

blossoms are hard to find. At just 27” in 
height, ‘Concertina’ (left) offers both in 
the compact form of an intermediate 
variety, with rose-pink standards and 
pinkish-apricot falls. The striking blue 
beards with horns shine in contrast on 
this beautiful iris. 
 ‘Wine Festival’ (center) is an example 
of a plicata iris: one with stitched, 
stippled, or banded colors that contrast 
with the base color, usually yellow or 
white. The standards are a matching 
rose violet with gold beards and a light 
fragrance.

 ‘Jurassic Park' (right) has canary 
yellow standards and blended purple 
falls that pack a punch of contrast. Its 
ruffled form and large size leave no 
surprise as to why it has been quickly 
recognized for its excellence among iris 
aficionados. 
 These, along with 9 other varieties, 
arrive at NHG by late July. They’re easy 
to plant, easy to care for, and provide 
decades of luxurious bloom with minimal 
care. Follow the simple steps below to 
enjoy years of garden beauty. 

'Concertina' 'Wine Festival' 'Jurassic Park'
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Bronze-leaf Begonia Lantana ZinniaPenta Vinca

Purple ConeflowerZexmenia Flame Acanthus

Planting is easy!
Dig the soil to a depth of 10” and add compost and 
expanded shale to break up heavy clay, improve drainage 
and add organic matter. It is not necessary to add fertilizer 
at this time.

Note that the rhizome is just under the 
surface of the soil. Planting too deeply can 
cause rot!

Space rhizomes 8”-12” apart. Ideally, plant groups of 3 of the 
same variety in a triangle pattern for greater color impact. 
Plant rhizomes very shallow—about 1” deep, where the top 
of the rhizome is just covered with soil and any foliage is 
above soil level.
Water rhizomes well after planting with a solution of root 
stimulator to encourage establishment. Apply a balanced 
granular fertilizer around rhizomes in early spring before 
bloom and again about a month after bloom.

Rusty E. Allen
Education & Outreach 

Coordinator, TCNP

If you find yourself 
in the heat wishing 
for bright color and 
structure in the 

garden that you can appreciate from an 
air-conditioned window view, these plants 
will certainly fill the bill. 
1. Zexmenia (Wedelia acapulcenis var. 
hispida). This super-tough Texas native 
mounds to 18” and spreads to around 3'. 
The dark green, rough leaves complement 

nickel-sized, orange-yellow blossoms that 
bring pollinators from mid-spring to frost.
2. Flame Acanthus (Acanthus quadrifidus 
var. wrightii).  A drought tolerant, 4-5’ 
standout all summer with its bright, 
orange-red blooms set against tiny leaves. 
The plant booms non-stop, drawing in 
hummingbirds from late spring until frost.
3. Blackfoot Daisy (Melampodium 
leucanthum). Blackfoot’s white, daisy-like 
half-inch flowers have one of the longest 
bloom times of any perennial, flowering 
May to November. These low-mounding, 
drought tolerant 18” high and 2' wide 

plants attract many different pollinators.  
4. Gray Sedum (Sedum reflexum ‘Blue 
Spruce’). This deep gray succulent is a low-
care groundcover, seemingly impervious 
to the extremes of heat, drought, or cold. 
It offers a pleasing, evergreen contrast to 
taller perennials.
5. Purple Coneflower (Echinacea 
purpurea). One of my absolute favorites, 
this native is taller (around 3-4’) than 
its cultivars, with large, 3-4” magenta-
purple flowers attracting a huge variety of 
pollinators.

Sandi Schwedler
Senior Buyer, TMCNP

Summer in Texas 
can be long 
and brutal, but 
gardening must 
go on! Don’t you 

love it when you can find tough, colorful 
flowers that seem not to notice it’s 100 
degrees outside? I certainly do! 
Pentas, my favorite, are so versatile 
because they thrive in full sun to part 
shade and still bloom continuously. In 

shades of red, pink, lavender and white 
and in varying heights and even trailing 
varieties - perfect for pots or hanging 
baskets - they are loved by bees, butterflies 
and other pollinators. Vincas look so 
delicate but can handle harsh conditions. 
Like pentas, they come in upright and 
trailing varieties so your color pots can 
have a trailing “spiller” that flowers all 
summer. Bronze-leaf begonias have 
luscious foliage and shine in the sun, even 
when not in bloom. Lantanas can be 

upright or trailing and come in as many 
color combinations as you can imagine. 
Finally, narrow-leaf zinnias, though 
they have smaller flowers than other 
zinnia cultivars, can handle the heat and 
humidity better. They create beautiful 
mounds of flowers in white, yellow or 
golden-orange and last until the weather 
turns cold again. Each of these plants 
offers a wide range of colorful flowers, 
long bloom times and heat-tolerance, and 
all bring in a wide range of pollinators.

Blackfoot Daisy

Crinum Pickerel Rush Umbrella Plant

Gray Sedum

Bearded Irises bloom best in full sun (minimum of 6 direct 
hours), although they will grow in part shade as well, though 
with fewer blooms. 
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Summer 2021
Every Blooming Thing

The Story Behind the Concept 
by Pamela & Aaron Pinkus
 
Ralph Pinkus founded North Haven 
Gardens in 1951, and Rose is the 
middle name of our first daughter, 
Ralph’s great granddaughter, who we 

named after him. When the tornado 
struck NHG in 2019, our business was 
completely destroyed—except for 
one wall with a picture of Ralph still 
perfectly hung on it. As the now 3rd 
generation owners of North Haven 
Gardens, seeing that picture in the 

midst of all the rubble gave us hope to 
rebuild and carry on our family’s legacy. 
We’re excited to share with our many 
friends and patrons our new vision, 
bringing you vibrant, local flavors and 
a reimagined gift and home décor 
experience. Stay tuned!

Coming This Summer: 

$5 Off Your Purchase 
of $20 or more

Please only one coupon per 
customer. No cash value. Not 
to be used with other offers.  

Expires 08/31/21 
Cashiers use code 900152

Summer Planting... Fall Tomatoes!
 Did you know we have two tomato 
seasons in the Dallas-Fort Worth area? 
Proper timing is essential to a good 
harvest. If you planted your spring 
tomatoes on time, then you’re probably 
nearing the peak of your harvest 
soon. It’s best to get your fall tomato 
transplants in the ground by the week of 
July 4th. We have several fresh tomato 
transplants in stock by mid-June that are 
perfect for summer planting.
 Worried about new plants frying 
in the summer sun? Be sure to get 
some shade cloth to protect your new 
transplants for the next couple of weeks 
as they establish. Shading them at 
planting time can help better acclimate 
plants, and be sure to put your tomato 
cages over your new plants at planting 

time. Don’t wait until plants are too big! 
 It’s always best to add fresh organic 
matter to your beds before you plant 
new crops; Vital Earth Organic Compost 
and Soil Menders Garden Soil Builder 
are great for this. Sprinkle in some worm 

castings or Espoma Bio-tone before 
you plant for an extra boost, and mulch 
plants after planting to help conserve 
moisture and regulate soil temperature 
as they grow.
 Keep plants consistently moist 
through the growing season. Soaker 
hoses and drip lines are a great way to 
keep tomato plants properly watered 
and healthy, especially in summer. Once 
you see small fruits developing on the 
plants, you can begin to fertilize again. 
 Your fall tomatoes are typically 
ready to harvest starting late-October 
through November. You may still have 
some green fruits on the vine that won’t 
ripen in November. Be sure to harvest 
these fruits and bring indoors before 
temperatures drop below 40 F.

Late June - Mid-July:
Plant tomato transplants (O)

July 1 - August 10:
Winter Squash by seed (O)

July 1 - August 15:
Black Eyed Peas by seed (O)
Southern Peas by seed (O)

July 15 - August 15: 
Okra by seed (IN)/(O)
Pumpkin by seed (O)

August 1 - 25:
Broccoli by seed (IN)
Brussels Sprouts by seed (IN)
Cabbage by seed (IN)
Cauliflower by seed (IN)
Corn by seed (O)
Cucumbers by seed (O)
Kohlrabi by seed (IN)
Mustard Greens by seed (IN)
Snap Pole Beans by seed (O)
Spinach by seed (IN)
Summer Squash by seed (O)
Sweet Corn by seed (O)
Swiss Chard by seed (IN)
Zucchini Squash by seed (O)

Seed outdoords (O), Seed indoors (IN)

August

Tomato 
Transplants 
should be planted by early 
July for an abundant fall 
harvest.

Bird Feeders 
and birdbaths should be kept 
clean and filled to support 
these visitors in the heat.

Roses need fertilizing 
& pruning in mid-August 
to encourage a fall flush of 
blooms.

Seed Wildflowers  
in August! Plan and prep  
your space. See our blog post 
for step-by-step instructions. 

Irrigation Systems 
should be audited before the 
heat of summer sets in. 

Bearded Iris 
Rhizomes
can be planted from our new 
collection in mid-August.

June

July
Through July 25:
Cantaloupe by seed (O)
Watermelon by seed (O)
Eggplant by seed (IN)/(O) 
Pepper transplants (O)

The New Boutique & Cafe Space Opening Summer 2021

$10 Off Your Purchase 
of $50 or more

Please only one coupon per 
customer. No cash value. Not to 

be used with other offers.  
Expires 08/31/21  

Cashiers use code 900158


